Some Society News from Your
JBS-USA and JBAS-UK Officers
1. After sharing the work for our
September Congress, the three
Bjorling Societies decided to continue
cooperate with Harald Henrysson at
the Bjorling Museum with future
advertising. For one thing, we've
decided to share an advert in the
next British & International Music
Yearbook, a publication that for the
past 30 years has had wide distribution to various institutions as well as
some 60,000 individuals.
And the UK and USA Societies
have agreed to invite the following
distinguished writers into our
Societies as Honorary Members:
Stephen Hastings, George Jellinek,
Jurgen Kesting, and John Steane.
Their writings and appearances at
Bjorling Society events has greatly
enriched our entire program and we
are glad to acknowledge their contributions, with our thanks.
2. We were saddened to hear of
the death of our Honorary Advisor
Robert Merrill on October 23, 2004.
He and his wife Marion were part of
a lively panel at our October 2002
New York City Conference, and all
those present were especially grateful
the Merrills had made the effort to
travel into the city on our behalf.
Twenty years ago when the Jussi
Bjorling Recital Hall was to be dedicated at Gustavus Adolphus College,
Anders Bjorling called the Merrills to
ask Robert to appear there for the
opening program. He did so gladly, as
always saying "anything for Jussi," and
at the end of that program his recording with Jussi of The Pear/fishers
duet was played. Anders reports that
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"there wasn't a dry eye in the house."
Robert Merrill was born on June
4, 1917. Peter G. Davis's classic
book "The American Opera Singer"
has an affectionate biography, with the
evaluation: "For sheer vocal quality,
Merrill was doubtless the most
prodigiously endowed of all the
American 'Verdi baritones' who graced
the international operatic scene during
an unbroken sixty-year span from
Lawrence Tibbert to Sherrill Milnes.
The voice rang out with firm, secure
tonal authority over nearly two
octaves, and the dynamic range,
always under perfect control, was
enormous." Our sincere condolences
to Marion, and special thanks to her
for her friendly support of our plans
for the October 2004 conference in
New York.
3. We are pleased to announce
that two extraordinary artists have
agreed to join our JBS-USA Board of
Honorary Advisors: Joan Baez and
Nicolai Gedda. We look forward to
presenting biographical appreciations
of each of these extraordinary artists
in the next issue of our Journal.
4. Our JBS-USA Board of Directors
met during November 2004 and was
pleased to record that final approvals
have been granted by the US Internal
Revenue Service exempting JBS-USA
from federal taxes, as a 501(c)(3)
organization. Thus contributions to
JBS-USA will continue to have full
tax-exempt status "to the extent
provided by law."
Our Board made a special statement of appreciation to Bill and
Mickey Dov~, for their devotion and
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expertise over the past 5 years, in
helping guide our Society through the
tangled thickets of IRS regulations.
Many thanks again, Mickey and Bill!
5. At the same Board meeting, two
new Directors were elected: Greg
Fitzmaurice and Sue Flaster. We
welcome these long-time supporters
to our Board! We also re-elected
Mickey and Bill Dove, Dan Shea,
and Kendall Svengalis, and accepted
Bill Clayton's statement that he wished
to resign as Director. The Board then
expressed its thanks to Bill for his
devoted service, especially for our
Journal, and invited him to join our
Advisory Board. We are pleased to
report that he has accepted that
position, and also will continue as
Features Editor of our Journal.
6. Partly in fulfillment of IRS
regulations, our Directors were
pleased to make contributions to
several organizations consistent with
JBS's mission: We have sent $1000
to the Jussi Bjorling Music
Scholarship Fund at Gustavus
Adolphus College; $100 to the New
York Festival of the Art Song; and
$150 to the Kilpinen Society of
North America, to complete funding
a $500 Jussi Bjorling Prize at their
vocal competition in Madison during
April 8-10, 2005
We hope you will be glad to support our work for another year, by
renewing your membership in this
little Society, and thus helping us to
continue our work to help support
the classical vocal tradition and its
great exemplar, Jussi Bjorling.
Happy New Year, Gott nytt

ar,

from your JBS Board and JBAS
Officers: Mickey and Bill Dove, Greg
Fitzmaurice, Sue Flaster, Dan Shea,
Kendall Svengalis; and Richard
Copeman, Eric Wimbles. ■

